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MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P,0. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-14S0 

Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the restriction requirement set forth in the Office Action mailed 
December 22, 2006 (Paper No. 20061220). 

The Examiner has required restriction between the following inventions in the above^ 
identified application: 

Group I - encompassing claims 1-S» 7-12 and IS drawn to huxnidifier (classified 
in Class 429, Subclass 34); 

Group II - encompassing claims 6 and 16-20 drawn to method of wanning a 
humidifier (classified in Class 429» Subclass 12); and 

Group III - encompassing claims 13-14 which is drawn to a wanning device for a 
fuel cell (classified in Class 429, Subclass 26). 

Additionally^ the Examiner asserts that Group I has three patentably distinct species: 

Species I: claims 1-5, 
Species 11, claims 7-12, and 
Species III: claim IS. 
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Accordingly, Applicants hereby elect Group I, claims l-S^ 7-12, and 15» and Species 
I, claims 1-5 for continued examination, with traverse. 

The Coinimssioner may require restriction if two or more independent and distinct 
inventions are claimed in a single application (37 CFR 1.142(a)). In the present case, although 
the claimed subject matter may be classified in different classes, the inventions are not 
independent. Applicants respectfully assert that a single search of pertinent prior art would 
appear to suffice for all aspects of the invention* Specifically, the various Groups and Species 
appear to be so interrelated that a single examination would not appear to place a serious burden 
on the Examiner, Therefore, Applicant urges the Examiner to reconsider and withdraw the 
restriction requirement 

Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the restriction requirement be withdrawn, 
and that all of die claims presently pending in this application be examined. 

Dated: January 22, 2007 Respectfully submittedy 
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